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works themselves. It would be a fatal mode of dependency
upon an alien and separable accident if they needed an
external commentary. But they do not The syllables
lurk up and down the writings of Lamb which decipher his
eccentric nature. His character lies there dispersed 111
anagram ; and to any attentive reader the regathermg and
restoration of the total word from its scattered parts is
inevitable without an effort. Still it is always a satisfaction,
in knowing a result, to know also its why and how, and in
so far as every character is likely to be modified by the
particular experience, sad or joyous, through which the life
has travelled, it is a good contribution towards the know-
ledge of that resulting character as a whole to have a sketch
of that particular experience. What trials did it impose ?
What energies did it task ? What temptations did it unfold ?
These calls upon the moral powers, which in music so stormy
many a life is doomed to hear, how were they faced 1 The
character in a capital degree moulds oftentimes the life, but
the life always in a subordinate degree moulds the character.
And, the character being in this case of Lamb so much of a
key to the writings, it becomes important that the life should
be traced, however briefly, as a key to the character.

That is one reason for detaining the reader with some
slight record of Lamb's career. Such a record by preference
and of right belongs to a case where the intellectual display,
which is the sole ground of any public interest at all in the
man, has been intensely modified by the humanities and
moral personalities distinguishing the subject. We read a
Physiology, and need no information as to the life and
conversation of its author ; a meditative poem becomes far
better understood by the light of such information ; but a
work of genial and at the same time eccentric sentiment,
wandering upon untrodden paths, is barely intelligible with-
out it There is a good reason for arresting judgment on the
writer, that the court may receive evidence on the life of the
man. But there is another reason, and, in any other place,
a better ; which reason lies in the extraordinary value of the
life considered separately for itself. Logically, it is not
allowable to say that here; and, considering the principal
purpose of this paper, any possible independent value of the